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CAROLYN COLE Los Angeles Times 


TWO MEN put on gloves before entering the COVID-19 testing area at UCLA Medical Center on Wednesday. 


Hospitals brace for a wave 


By April, California could see a surge in serious cases of the 
coronavirus. That doesn’t mean social distancing has failed. 


By ANITA CHABRIA, 
MATT STILES AND 
SOUMYA KARLAMANGLA 


The new coronavirus 
threatens to overwhelm Cal- 
ifornia hospitals in the com- 
ing weeks unless the unprec- 
edented social-distancing 
measures imposed across 
the state slow its rapid 
spread. 

State projections show 
that the coronavirus will 
likely require anywhere from 


LIKELY 
INFECTED 
BUT NOT 
COUNTED 


Due to a test shortage, 
some people believed 
to be stricken with 


COVID-19 are not 
being reported. 


By HARRIET RYAN AND 
SoOuMYA KARLAMANGLA 


C.A. Lim woke Friday in 
her Venice apartment witha 
fever, dry cough, aching 
muscles, and a tightness in 
her chest like a corset she 
couldn’t take off. 

At a Kaiser urgent care 
clinic, a physician and an in- 
fectious disease specialist 
told the 33-year-old nonprof- 
it executive that she 
“clearly” had COVID-19, but 
that they couldn’t spare a 
test to confirm the diagnosis 
because she was not elderly 
or otherwise a high-risk pa- 
tient. 

“The doctor encouraged 
metoreach out to everyone I 
have been within six feet of 
within the past 10 days, and 
let them know I have 
COVID,” Lim recounted in 
an email. She and her hus- 
band immediately quaran- 
tined themselves and began 
calling, texting and emailing 
friends, colleagues and rela- 
tives, ultimately alerting 
some 60 to 70 people about 
the potential exposure. 

Two co-workers she had 
crossed paths with at a 
training session in New York 
subsequently told her they 
also had come down with the 
coronavirus, she said. 

Despite the illness of her 
associates and the strong 
opinion of her doctors, Lim 
is not included in the govern- 
ment tally ofconfirmed virus 
cases. Her experience is 
troublingly common, ac- 
cording to healthcare work- 
ers and patients. Due to a 
shortage of tests, many peo- 
ple identified by their doc- 
tors as probably or possibly 
stricken with COVID-19 are 

[See Test, A9] 


4,000 to 20,000 additional 
hospital beds — a disturb- 
ingly imprecise estimate 
caused in part by the lack of 
testing, which has made it 
difficult for officials to know 
exactly how many people 
have the virus. 

Based on conditions in 
other countries hit by the 
pandemic and models of 
what could happen in Cali- 
fornia, a rapid rise in infec- 
tions expected in the next 
two weeks would quickly fill 
the existing hospital space. 


A Los Angeles Times 
data analysis found that 
California has 7,200 inten- 
sive-care beds across more 
than 365 hospitals. In total, 
the state has about 72,000 
beds. The Times data analy- 
sis shows roughly one inten- 
sive-care bed for every 5,500 
people in California. 

Experts said that capac- 
ity could easily be reached 
soon if the virus’ spread con- 
tinues unabated. 

“You can’t argue with 
numbers,” said Dr. Robert 


Winters, an infectious-dis- 
ease specialist in Santa 
Monica. “It’s a potential 
brewing time bomb.” 

About half of California’s 
total intensive-care beds — 
3,700 — are in the five-county 
area around Los Angeles, ac- 
cording to data from 2018, 
the most recent available. 
Intensive-care beds allow for 
a higher level of treatment 
than regular beds, a level of 
care serious COVID-19 pa- 
tients have needed as the ill- 

[See Hospitals, A9] 


Maria LA GANGA Los Angeles Times 


LOU TAUBERT says business has dropped at Lou Taubert Ranch Outfitters 
since a basketball tournament in Casper was canceled because of coronavirus. 


COLUMN ONE 


No escape even in the most 
isolated corners of the U.S. 


from Lyman, Wyo., population 2,067 — 

headed to the locker room in tears. 
Fifteen minutes later, the voice was 

back, this time with even worse news. The 


By MARIA L. LA GANGA 
CASPER, WYO. 


he Lyman Eagles had just 

walloped the Newcastle Do- 

gies 46-34 in the first game of 

the Wyoming state high school 

basketball championships. 
The girls exchanged high-fives at center 
court. And then an announcement 


boomed out. 


Because of the coronavirus, all fans, 
parents, cheerleaders and media would 
be banned from the Casper Events Cen- 
ter bleachers for the rest of the three-day 
tournament. The Eagles — who had 


2020 state basketball tournament, which 
had barely begun, was over for good. 

“We were just kind of all shocked,” said 
sophomore Brice Hansen, 16, who had 
scored nearly a quarter of her winning 
team’s points in the March 12 game. The 
pandemic and its awful effects, she add- 


ed, “just felt so far away, and then, all ofa 


driven nearly 300 sagebrush-filled miles 


Kids have 
coronavirus 
questions, too 


Children are curious — 
Why does the 
coronavirus make grand- 
parents very sick but 
kids not so much? How 
did it come here? When 
will there be a cure? Our 
science writers offer 


answers on a special page 


for young readers. 
KIDS TIMES, D6 


MORE COVERAGE 


NINA CHAKRABARTI For The Times 


sudden, it was affecting us. It kind of went 
from zero to 100 in, like, a day.” 

Even isolation could keep the corona- 
virus at bay for only so long. Wyoming, 
which has fewer people than any other 


[See Wyoming, A12] 


Vegas stunned 
as casinos close 


Nevada shuts down all 
nonessential businesses, 
including gambling, deal- 
ing a blow to the Ameri- 
can psyche. NATION, A6 


Arrests plummet 
amid outbreak 


LAPD and Sheriff's 
Department are increas- 
ingly citing and releasing 
to limit virus risks to jail 
inmates. CALIFORNIA, B1 
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‘Trump uses 


wartime act, 
signs Virus 


relief bill 


Defense powers could 
boost production of 
medical equipment as 
lawmakers work on 
next stimulus package. 


By CHRIS MEGERIAN 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump on Wednesday 
invoked wartime powers 
that could boost the manu- 
facturing of medical equip- 
ment used to fight the co- 
ronavirus pandemic, as hos- 
pitals braced for a nation- 
wide explosion of infections 
and Congress rushed to pass 
emergency legislation to 
keep the country’s economy 
on life support. 

The Senate passed a 
measure — already ap- 
proved by the House — to 
provide free testing and ex- 
pand sick leave for Ameri- 
cans, and Trump signed it 
just hours later. With the 
stock market plummeting 
and layoffs mounting, law- 


makers are already working 
on the next package of 
proposals, expected to top 
$1 trillion, including aid to 
struggling industries and 
individual checks to most 
taxpayers. 

Trump also ordered a 
halt to evictions from public 
housing for those affected by 
the coronavirus, and to fore- 
closures for homeowners 
who have mortgages backed 
by the federal government. 

The emergency steps 
came as the country contin- 
ues to lock down in hopes of 
slowing the spread of the 
coronavirus. The U.S. re- 
stricted its border with Can- 
ada and is preparing new 
limitations on migrants en- 
tering from Mexico. 

The cascading an- 
nouncements came as the 
Trump administration faces 
waves of criticism for moving 
too slowly and timidly to 
blunt the pandemic, which 
began in China and has since 
spread around the globe. 
More than 7,700 infections 
and 18 deaths have 

[See White House, A8] 


His reelection bid 
hit by ‘an asteroid,’ 
president resets 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
AND ELI STOKOLS 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump has boasted for 
months that the booming 
stock market, low unem- 
ployment and strong econo- 
my leave Americans “no 
choice” but to give him a sec- 
ond term in November — 
“whether you love me or hate 
me.” 

But Wednesday, after an- 
other dismal day on Wall 
Street briefly knocked 
stocks down to levels last 
seen since before he was in- 
augurated in 2017, Trump de- 
clared himself a “wartime 
president” — an acknowl- 
edgment both of the deep- 
ening coronavirus crisis that 
he had shrugged off as re- 
cently as last weekend, but 
also of the alarm bells ring- 
ing in his reelection cam- 
paign. 

One Trump ally likened 
the nation’s upheaval to “an 


asteroid,” an unforeseen and 
devastating event that has 
upended months of plan- 
ning and left the campaign 
operation, its supportive su- 
per PAC and the Republican 
National Committee appa- 
ratus “in a holding pattern” 
as former Vice President Joe 
Biden appears on track to 
lock up the Democratic 
nomination. 

Trump’s campaign has 
suspended in-person efforts 
to register voters, given the 
risk of spreading the conta- 
gion. His raucous campaign 
rallies, the symbol of the 
Trump political phenome- 
non, are on hiatus. So are the 
campaign’s TV ads. 

But unless the pandemic 
peaks soon and the economy 
recovers, and Trump can 
convince voters that he suc- 
cessfully led the ship of state 
in a time of grave peril, his 
central argument for reelec- 
tion may be another victim 
of the coronavirus. 

[See Trump, A8] 


Stocks plunge deeper 


The S&P 500 and the Dow dropped quickly in recent 
weeks as the coronavirus outbreak spread. BUSINESS, C1 
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LORENA IÑIGUEZ ELEBEE Los Angeles Times 


Bernie Sanders 
considers options 


After three more big 
losses, the Democratic 
presidential candidate’s 
campaign appears 
headed for an anticli- 
mactic end. NATION, A5 


Weather 

Partly sunny, 

with some showers. 
L.A. Basin: 60/49. B6 
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